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Artist Inspired by the Life of Paul Laurence Dunbar
CEDARVILLE, OHIO -- Kari Nupson, a senior studio art student at Cedarville University, whose

military family currently lives in La Plata, Maryland, was selected as a 2019-2020 Yeck Fellow
for the intensive Dayton Art Institute’s Yeck College Artist Fellowship. The online exhibition,
which includes the work Nupson did during the fellowship, is now available online.
The oil paintings she created during the fellowship are based on the works of Dayton poet Paul
Laurence Dunbar, who was born in 1872 and is known for breaking racial and social boundaries
with his poetry.
“In the last four years, I’ve been increasingly interested in the civil rights movement,” explained
Nupson. “When I started thinking about this project back last November, I found a book of
Dunbar poems. In that book, there were these two poems written a couple of years apart that
have the same title, ‘Dreams,’ but they have opposite meanings, which inspired my work for the
exhibition.”
One of the poems describes how deceiving dreams can be since they aren’t real. Later, Dunbar
wrote a second poem about how dreams are amazing avenues to escape from our reality.
After Nupson illustrated this difference in her first two portraits, she took this concept and added
a contemporary twist in her final portrait, which depicts the same woman as the first two
paintings.
“These issues and concepts took me about two months to research before I actually started to
paint,” explained Nupson. “In the exhibition, they included pictures of my sketchbook and my
preliminary notes, which was really nice. Sometimes I feel like people just look at the final
paintings and don't really understand that I put more thought into it before sitting down to paint.
“Before I worked on the paintings, I knew about Dunbar and had read a few of his poems, but I
didn't understand the depth of what he did during his lifetime and the importance of his poetry
during that era of the fight for equality,” continued Nupson. “While in the research phase of the
project, I bought a complete anthology of his poetry and also learned just how humorous he
was.”
In addition to the Dunbar-inspired artwork, Nupson taught college-level classes to high school
students for the fellowship.
Nupson has always been a creative person. Originally, she thought becoming a pianist was
where her creativity would take her, but in high school, her passion changed from major and
minor chords to brush strokes.

“As a part of a military family, we moved around a lot, and you start to subconsciously rely on
the key differences in faces to recognize people,” said Nupson. “Because of that, I became
really interested in examining faces. In high school, I started doing art and realized that I wasn't
half bad at it. Then, once I started combining art with my love of looking at people’s faces to
create portraits, art became second nature, where now I can’t go a week without sketching.”
Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist
institution with an enrollment of 4,550 undergraduate, graduate and online students in more
than 150 areas of study. Founded in 1887, Cedarville is recognized nationally for its authentic
Christian community, rigorous academic programs, including a Bachelor of Arts in Studio Art,
strong graduation and retention rates, accredited professional and health science offerings and
high student engagement ranking. For more information about Cedarville University,
visit www.cedarville.edu.
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